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SUBJECT: 63RD SESSION OF ECOSOC: FULL PLO MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ECWA) 

REF: STATE 148786 

1 . U.S. CONCERNS REGARDING PLO MEMBERSHIP IN ECWA WERE 
CONVEYED BY ECON/COM COUNSELOR ON JUNE 28 TO DFA ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
LEANDRO I. VERCFJ.ES. IN ADDITION TO COVERAGE OF TALKING 
POINTS SET FORTH IN REFTEL, IT WAS SUGGESTED TO VERCELES 
THAT THIS ISSUE COULD HAVE RELEVANCE TO OTHER LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING THE MORO NATIONAL 
LIBERATION FRONT. (MNLF). VERCELES PROFESSED TO SEE NO 
IMMEDIATE THREAT IN THIS REGARD, HOWEVER, SINCE HE BELIEVED 
THE MNLF IS UNLIKELY TO GET THE NECESSARY SUPPORT FROM THE 
REGIONAL BODY CONCERNED, IN THIS CASE ESCAP. VERCELES NEVER- 
THELESS AGREED THAT AN IMPORTANT MATTER OF PRINCIPLE IS 
INVOLVED, AND STATED HE WOULD TAKE UP THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
ACTING SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
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2. VERCELES WILL BE KEY MEMBER OF THE RP DELEGATION TO ECOSOC. 
HE WILL BE VICE CHAIRMAN (NUMBER 3), AND WILL ATTEND 
ENTIRE SESSION. CHAIRMAN OF RP DELEGATION WILL BE GERARDO 
SICAT, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DEVELOP- 
MENT AUTHORITY, AND CO-CHAIRMAN WILL BE AMBASSADOR NARCISO 
REYES, PERMANENT UN REPRESENTATIVE, BOTH OF WHOM WILL PUT 
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